Chicago Blues Reunion
Buried Alive In The Blues

Chicago Blues Reunion is a collaboration of Chicago music legends who defined the sound of their generation in the 1960's.  In that time, they helped create the historic transition in popular music from acoustic folk to electric blues-influenced rock. For four decades they have continued to be an inspiration to younger generations that followed their trail blazing path. 
Last year, these legends joined forces once again and the result is a two disc set, Buried Alive In The Blues, (audio CD + 60 minute DVD) from Out The Box Records that is a lasting document of their musical and cultural legacy showcased in a kick ass performance recorded live.  The release date is set for June 21.
The band is who’s who of blues lovers’ household names:  Barry Goldberg, Nick “The Greek” Gravenites, Harvey “The Snake” Mandel, Tracy Nelson, Sam Lay, Corkey Seigel with backing by band of top flight pros including Gary Malaber, Rick Reed and Zach Wagner.

Chicago Blues Reunion came back to Chicago in 2004 for a limited number of performances, one of which, a blazing night at Fitzgerald’s, the venue that has become a beacon for blues fans over the years, was documented for this release and an anticipated film.  The Buried Alive In The Blues package is both a 14 track audio keepsake of the music history these veterans again made that night as well as providing deep insight into the time and social mileau that spawned a revolution in sound and style. The 60 minute DVD features 30 minutes of music and 30 minutes of interviews with the CBR bandmates plus on-screen recollections and commentary from Steve Miller, BB King, Eric Clapton, Carlos Santana and others telling the North Side Chicago blues story of the 60's from various perspectives.

The DVD also includes a “collectors photo gallery” that offers many never before seen photographs of the band members with their friends and influences including  Muddy Waters, Howlin’ Wolf, Dylan, Santana, Janis Joplin, John Mayall, Canned Heat and others.

                          CHICAGO BLUES REUNION
                        "BURIED ALIVE IN THE BLUES" (audio CD)

 

   1) "Born In Chicago" – featuring Nick Gravenites
   2) "Buried Alive In The Blues" – featuring Nick Gravenites
   3) "Walk Away" – featuring Tracy Nelson
   4) "Drinking Wine" - Nick Gravenites
   5) "GM Boogie" -  featuring Barry Goldberg and Harvey Mandel
   6) "Left Handed Soul" – featuring Nick Gravenites
   7) "Miss You Like The Devil" – featuring Tracy Nelson
   8) "All The Help I Can Get" – featuring Tracy Nelson
   9) "Death Of Muddy Waters" – featuring Nick Gravenites
 10) "Find My Baby" – featuring Sam Lay
 11) "New Truck" – featuring Tracy Nelson
 12) "King Bee" – featuring Corky Siegel
 13) "Snake" – featuring Harvey Mandel
 14) "Hound Dog" – featuring Sam Lay

 

Chicago Blues Reunion will embark on a 24 market tour upon release of Buried Alive In The Blues, recreating the excitement on state that is heard on CD and DVD in this extraordinary audio and video document.   Dates include Seattle, Portland, San Francisco,  Los Angeles, New York and, of course, Chicago.
Band bios:

Goldberg (Hammond B-3) was fixture on the 60’s Chicago blues scene dating from his teen years.  He was co-founder of the Barry Goldberg - Steve Miller Blues Band, went on to form The Barry Goldberg Blues Band, recorded the seminal “Two Jews Blues” with Michael Bloomfield and founded The Electric Flag.  Along the way, he’s written hit songs for Rod Stewart and Gladys Knight, backed up Bob Dylan at Newport, worked with Phil Spector and The Ramones, produced a Grammy-nominated album for Percy Sledge and has scored numerous films and TV shows.  
Nick Gravenites (vocals/guitar) wrote the anthemic and largely auto-biorgraphical  “Born In Chicago” that was the Butterfield Blues Band’s signature song as well as "Buried in the Blues" CBR’s title song.  He wrote it for Janis Joplin who died the day before she was scheduled to record it and, later, founded the Electric Flag with Mike Bloomfield and Barry Goldberg and was a solo artist on Columbia Records.
If it happened in Chicago, Sam Lay (drums/vocals) was there. This Zelig-like icon of electric blues has played with Little Walter, Willie Dixon, Howlin’ Wolf, Muddy Waters, The Paul Butterfield Blues Band and was there with Barry Goldberg backing up Bob Dylan at Newport as well as appearing on his “Highway 61 Revisited” album.

Harvey Mandel (gutar) is considered by many critics to be one of the best electric guitarists in the country. He’s recorded with the Rolling Stones, toured with British blues icon John Mayall, and was a founding member of Canned Heat, who were featured in the landmark music film, Woodstock.  As a soloist and as a band member, his musical pedigree is legend. 
Tracy Nelson is one of the world's great blues vocal divas and an excellent keyboard player in her own right. Originally form Madison, WI, by way of Chicago, she went to San Francisco and was the centerpiece of Mother Earth, whose first album “Living With The Animals” was produced by Barry Goldberg.  Later she moved to Nashville and pursued a successful solo career touring and recording with Willie Nelson, Marcia Ball and Irma Thomas. She is one of the premier lyric interpreters of all time.  
Corky Seigel (harmonica/vocals) is the co-founder of the Seigel-Schwall Band that included Sam Lay, and has earned an international reputation as one of the top blues harp masters with 18 recordings. He is the creator of the award-winning Chamber Blues project whose music transcends genres and categorization  
